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Dear I'riends,

In a world that never stops moving, it's
crucial that we pause and reflect on the
moments that have shaped us. Today, we
reach out with a heartfelt request
centered around such a moment - the
Beirut Bombing of 1983. We are on a
mission to immortalize this event
through the Beirut Peacekeepers
Memorial Tower, a beacon of history and
resilience, taking shape in the William R.
Gaines Jr. Veterans Memorial Park in
Charlotte County, Florida.

Crafted with passion and profound
respect by Karl Bernhard of Sweet
Sparkman Architects, the Memorial
Tower is more than a structure. It's a
dynamic, educational space designed to
weave the story of heroism, the price of
freedom, and the pursuit of peace into
the fabric of our future generations.

This tower is set to be an educational
resource, integrating interactive features
along with a comprehensive curriculum

for the K-12 system. This isn't just about
remembering; it's about learning and
carrying forward the torch of those
who've served us with their lives.

The importance of understanding our
world's complex tapestry of conflicts
—and the sacrifices made within them—
cannot be overstated. This memorial is a
crucial step towards that understanding,
serving as both a testament to bravery
and a classroom for the lessons

it imparts.

We are at a critical moment, and every
donation brings us closer to honoring the
Beirut Bombing's legacy. Contributions
—be they naming opportunities,
corporate sponsorships, individual
donations, or heartfelt tributes— each
play a crucial role in this endeavor.

This is where we invite you to become a
part of this meaningful journey. Your
support will not only help preserve these

vital stories of valor but also inspire
peace and understanding for our future
generations. We are not just building a
memorial; we are crafting a legacy of
peace, bravery, and education.

Thank you for considering joining

us in this important venture. Your
involvement means more than words
can express— it's the foundation

of what we hope will become a lasting
tribute to peace and remembrance.

With sincere gratitude,
The William R. Gaines Jr. Veterans
Memorial Fund Board of Directors

Stephen R. Deutsch Thurnell Shields
Jon Warmeling
Ken Wint

Laura Dove
Michael Gaines
Jeff Mosher















The Inspiration &

In October of 1983, amidst the backdrop
of a turbulent Lebanon, 14-year-old Michael
Gaines lost his older brother, William "Bill"
R. Gaines Jr., to the devastating Beirut
barracks bombing. As with many others
impacted by these event, this marked
the beginning of Michael's lifelong
commitment to honoring the legacy

of military veterans and first responders.
Motivated by his brother’s ultimate
sacrifice, Michael enlisted in the military
at 17, and years later, helped initiate

the development of a memorial park

in Charlotte County, Florida. On February
23, 2019, the Charlotte County
Commissioners and Administration
officially dedicated the formerly known
“Sunrise Park” to become the William R.
Gaines Jr. Veterans Memorial Park.

This space has become more than just

a place of remembrance; it is a vibrant
community place of gathering, that
commemorates the fallen while
celebrating life.

The Beirut Peacekeepers Memorial Tower,
standing at 45 feet, emerges as a beacon



of honor and remembrance not just for the
Beirut peacekeepers, but all veterans and
first responders who've sacrificed for our
freedom. It aims to provide an interactive
experience that educates visitors on the
sequence of events leading up to, during
and after the Beirut bombing. A part of

history that is often forgot and rarely
taught in U.S. classrooms.

The tower was designed to achieve three
main objectives: pay tribute to the fallen
and living heroes, enhance the visiting
experience with educational content,
and blend seamlessly into the Park’s
landscape while holding profound
historical significance.

This memorial synthesizes the essence

of service, valor, and remembrance, making
tangible the vigilance and spirit that define
our military and first responders. Through
this shared space, we commit to ensuring
that sacrifices for freedom are forever
remembered, understood, and appreciated,
merging history with personal stories

of courage to inspire future generations

to remember and honor our past.















Your Contribution

Every Donation Makes a Difference:

The Beirut Peacekeepers Memorial stands
as a symbol of honor and remembrance

for those who've given everything for our
freedom. This project showcases the
strength of the American spirit, brought

to life through a unique partnership between
the public sector and private citizens.

With the help of a $2 million matching
grant approved by the state legislature

and Governor DeSantis, we've made a

great start. But to bring this vision fully

to life, we need your support. Whether big

or small, your donation counts. By joining
forces, we can meet our $3 million fundraising
goal and complete a memorial that will
educate and inspire for years to come.

The Board of Directors would like to
recognize and extend gratitude toward

each of the Charlotte County Commissioners
and Charlotte County Government
Administration for their continued support.
This project was made possible in large part
from their many ways of contributing.



Ways to Contribute:

Direct Financial Support:

Give a one-time or recurring donation
of any size to help us reach our goal.
Contributions can be made by check,

credit card, or direct bank transfer for
your convenience.

Legacy Contributions:

Include the memorial in your will or

life insurance policy to ensure your support
lives on, leaving a lasting legacy

of respect.

Corporate Sponsorships:

Businesses can accelerate the project’s
completion and show commitment

to honoring heroes through
sponsorship opportunities.

Memorial Tributes:

Pay tribute to a loved one's memory

or service by donating in their name,

a meaningful way to honor their impact
on our lives and freedom. (See all naming
opportunities on the following pages.)

The William R Gaines Jr. Veteran's Memorial
Fund is a registered 501(c)(3) which is able
to accept all forms of donations including
but not limited to: Cash, Checks, Credit
Cards, Stocks and Bonds, Charitable
Remainder Trusts (CRT), Charitable Gift
Annuities (CGA), IRAs/401(k) and other
assets. Your contribution qualifies for tax
advantages under federal law.

For more information:
tower@wrgainesjr.org
941.218.0654






























